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RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION 
In response to the Office Action mailed January 5, 2007, 
Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw the 
rejection of claims 1 through 9 under 35 U.S.C. 103. 

The Examiner rejects claims 1 through 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
103 as being unpatentable over U. S. Patent No. 6,370,626 to 
Gagne et al . in view of U. S. Patent No. 7,093,087 to Suzuki et 
al. 

Applicants submit that the Suzuki et al . patent can not be 
used as a reference. The Suzuki et al . patent was filed in 
Japan on December 18, 2002. The effective filing date for 



claims 1 through 9 of the above-identified application is July 
10, 2000, the filing date of parent application U. S. Patent 
Serial No. 09/613,118. Applicants therefore submit that this 
reference can not be considered as a reference. Applicants 
respectfully submit, therefore, any claim element alleged to 
have been disclosed in or suggested by the Suzuki et al . patent 
can not serve as a basis for any rejection. Claims 1 through 9 
should be allowed over the Gagne et al . reference taken alone. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request the Examiner to 
reconsider the basis for the office action, withdraw the 
rejection and allow claims 1 through 9. 

If there are any questions, we urge the Examiner to call 
us collect. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/George A Herbster/ 

George A. Herbster 
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